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H E African Company have Peticion'd the Houſof Commons; to have their Mont conf 
of Parliament: or in their own words, that a MMI may be broughtin, to ſettle thar TEiWaccordW 
Charter. Concerning which Petition, and that whole Matter, theſe things (in behalf of the People'of 

= land, ) are Humbly offer d to Conſideration, WE: 

> I. Thar all Engliſh Subjects have Right and Liberty to Trade to 4frica, unles prohibited by Parliament. a 

> Il. That of this Liberty they have been deprived, and from this Trade they haye been forcibly excluded, + 

S Authority of Parliament, for many Years. And on the account of Trading thither, they have beenperſecuted andeor 

* with all Violence and Cruelty. Many have been robb'd of their Ships and Goods, divers haye been impriſoned, 4 

—have loſt their Lives. | " 4 

> IL Theſe things haye been done by the African Company; by colour of an illegal Patent, which they call chei 
=ter. Which Company have carried on their Oppreſſions, with a high Hand, and in contempt and-.defiance of # 

_ IV. It their Parent were legal,they would bave no need of an Act of Parliament; fornone would oppoſe ales 
V. The ingrofling the African Trade by theſe Men, withthe Excluſion of all others, is a perfe&t Monopoly: 
tents; and hath all the pernicious Effefts of a Monopoly. Having been the ruin of Thouſands, with infinite 
to the whole Kingdom. And two forts of People (but in whom the whole Kingdom is concerned) have ſuffered 
Monopoly .in a more eſpecial manner ; namely, the Woollen Manufacturers and the Plantations. __ 
_ VI. They have the ſole Selling and fole Buying of all that comes from, or goes to the Countries within their 
which contain a Sea-Coaſt of fix or ſeven thouſand Miles. All that buy of them, muſt give what they pleaſe rodet 
and all thar fcll ro them, muſt take what they pleaſe to give. % "= 
VIE It muſt be confeſt, that theſe Gentlemen of the Company,are grown more reaſonable then they have been forrmian 

*ty. For as for the very remote Countries toward the Caſe of Good Hope ( which have neither Gold, nor good Negroes, 

/ nor any tnat 1s good;) they are now content, for quictneſs ſake, that the People of England be permitted to Tradetothem.. = 
' But the Trade to the Gold Coaſt, and' other good Places, they think is too dainty a Morſel for ſuch Cattcl, and 1s fit for- 
no3e but Projetors. | ad EEE 

VH!. My Lord Coke tell us, that all Monopolics have ſpecious pretences of the Publick Good. And fo has this. Bue: © 
x can be plainly made out, that their pretences are falfe and frivolous. Whercas the reaſon muſt be very ſtrong, andthe; = ® 
matters very well proved and very evident, that ſhall induce a Houſe of Commons to ſet up a Monopoly ;. and to pre=- __Þ 
jadice tne whole People of England whom they Repreſent, in favour and for the advantage of a few Men © 7 
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IX. The African Company, during the late Reigns, was afoye theTaw.-Br TW tart brote Th upon thems —* 
and they have bcen Sued, and have paid great Damages, for Wrongs done by colour of their Patent. Nor dare they now _ 
commit the like Outrages; nor uſe their Feilow Subjects as Enennes, if they find them in the Africaz Trade. Sorthattheir 
excluding Power being gone, their Monopoly nwft fink and periſh. For the excluding Power is the life. of Monopoly... 
Wherelore 1n this deſperate Caſe, they uſe a deſperate Remedy, and flic to the Parliament for help. | 

X. Thus is the firſt Monopoly, that ever was brought to a Parliament to be confirm'd. . Parliaments do not uſe to con-- 
firm or countenance illegal Projects, but rather to puruſh the Projectors. But theſe Men have gone. ſo long without Pun-- 
uhment, that now they pretend to favours. : | = 
XL. Theſe men have exerciſcd an illegal Authority for Thirty Years, and now they would have. it made legal.” If ans _ © 

*A& of Parliament be neceſſary now, it was neceſſary Thirty Years ago ; and why did not: they get: one then?- Either _ 4& 
they deſpair'd to get it, or they ſcorn'd to take it. T. | Wes ET 
XIL The 7zrkzy Trade is properouſly carried on by a regulated Company,without a Joint-ſtock or Forts. And moth 
binders but that the African Trade might be carried on in like manner. Nay we Trade ſafely cyen-with the Pirates 
Algier, Tripoli, and Tunis, who are the worſt of Infidels. There 1s no Natien ſo Wicked, fo Wild, and Barbarous ; but® 
that they will well-come and protect fair Traders that come to them; it being for their own, benefir, . TT . 
X]IL But af Forts be found or thought neceſſary, they may be maintain'd without the odious Expedient of. a.Menoe* 
roly. For a regulated Company may eaſily maintain them, by impoſitions upon Ships and Goods. - © 
XIV. The Foft-India Company hath ſome probable Grounds both, but for the Legality and for the Neceſſity of itz But: ©» 
this African Company hath none. To i 
> XV. Were the Trade to Africa laid open, and Ships permitted to go, we ſhould. certainly furniſh the Spaniards with N 
=xrocs for ready Money. Whereby both Nations would rcap great adyantage; the Spaniardsby having the Negroes,.a 
ncPcoplc of Eng/and by having the Money. | we 
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